@\PVRat

- NaaR

AURi; Rd™INTR_IS\_INV:@\PIN;@PVR[PR " i@abQR[a" iN [Qi@aNSSiNaiaURi< JR[iB[VcR_“Vaf

6> bRI[DZOR} fi aa%Ti aa&

5\diT RR[# @aURi<]R[:B[VcR “Vaf,

6[} aa&iaURi<BAIND[PUR IN:[RAiS\b[QNaN\[iP\b_~Ri\[{aURRR[c/ \[ZR[a
N[QiNiaUl_QBYRCRYP\b_“RI\[N[iRN_aUi/[P_V" V" i0baiQ\R “jaURIB[cR_“Vafi
]_NPal" RidUNailaiaRNPUR ™ , SFC\ [ [RIO\\XERQVa\_i\Si<JR[:2FRIN[Qi
S\_ZR_iRQIa\_\Si@R NZR}Q/"P\cR_“iNib[VcR_“afidVali] \T R™ “VcRi
JVRPRZRN]\WPIR “i0bajiN #FRa[\I\cR_N_PUV[ T b aNV[NOYR:"a_NaRTFi\ }
N[R[c/ \[ZR[&ZN[NTR ja\i\cR_"RRila

There is a story that in 1993, when OU courses were yrst offered
in Slovakia and the Czech Republic, a party of former students
travelled from Czechoslovakia to the main university campus at
Milton Keynes to train as tutors. They were in for a shock.

0They arrived on the campus by bus and saw 2,000 parked
cars. Their jaws dropped. They had studied the OUGs excellent
environment courses. The divergence between content and practise
was staggering T and | think it still is,0 said Dr Petr Jehlicka, Open
University Lecturer in Environmental Geography and chair of a
new third-level course for 2009 called DU311

However inherently green distance education may be, it does not
alter the fact that the OU has a large physical infrastructure, which
makes it a big consumer of energy, resources and transport, and a
signiycant producer of CO,, the most important of the greenhouse
gases linked to climate change. In 2004 the main campus at Milton
Keynes was using more than 20 Megawatts of heating a year, an
amount that brought the University within the ambit of the EU
Emissions Trading Scheme, launched in 2005 to curb power use
in large organizations such as power stations and chemical plants.

Earth in Crisis: environmental policy in an
international context.

The sad truth is that, at a university with a
Professor of Transport, Stephen Potter, who is
an acknowledged expert in sustainable travel,
the campus (in 2008) has 2,455 parking spaces,
nearly all occupied during working hours.
In addition, although the OU adopted a new
sustainability policy earlier in 2008, it has so

far stopped short of a high-level commitment
to making sustainability a theme across all its
activities. According to the university secretary,
Fraser Woodburn, many of the ingredients
for a sustainable OU are already in place.
However, making an objective assessment of
the Universityds green credentials is no simple
task.

The OU has a claim to be super-green,
on the basis that it is a large-scale, distance
education institution. In 2002 the Universityés
Design and Innovation Group published a
study called ¢Towards Sustainable Higher
Educationd, which compared distance educators
to conventional face-to-face universities. The
groupts head, Robin Roy, Professor of Design
and Environment, said, We found that distance
teaching reduced energy use and CO, emissions by nearly 90 per
cent. In those terms, the OU is probably the absolute best in terms
of low energy and CO, emissions.f

However, Robinagreesthatintermsofthe OUds ownhousekeeping,
there is still some way to go. 6The OU tries to encourage staff to
save energy and recycle, but I am not sure how much people are
changing their behaviour as a result. What it really needs is for each
university department to appoint someone whose responsibility it is
to make sure taps are not left dripping, everybody has a recycling
bin by their desk, people are turning off lights and radiators are not
going full blast while the windows are open, and so on.j
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for the yrst time. The OU now has a Carbon Management Plan,
which aims to reduce its carbon emissions by 15 per cent by
2016, equivalent to an annual saving of 2,989 tonnes. It has also
devised strategies on energy, the environment and, most recently,
sustainability. All are publicly available on the Estatesd energy
website, www.open.ac.uk/energy-matters.

There have been measurable improvements. Since 2005 the OU
has reduced its energy consumption to below the threshold for the
EU Emissions Scheme through a range of measures, including
more efycient heating and better insulation.
It now purchases all its electricity from
renewable sources, and has reduced its
gas consumption by 23 per cent and water
consumption by 19 per cent since 2001.

Energy is not the only area to be
targeted. More waste is being recycled.
The Universityds computing department
has developed a Green Computing Guide.
Its materials procurement department,

In addition to a 48-acre campus at Walton Hall, the University also
has thirteen regional centres and two warehouses, and a network of
study centres largely rented from other institutions.

The good news is that the OU is actively reducing its energy
consumption. In 2004 it appointed an Energy Manager to monitor
a range of energy-saving policies and activities implemented
primarily by the Universityés Estates department, which manages
buildings and infrastructure.

In 2005 it was among the yrst twenty UK universities to join the
Carbon Trustés Higher Education Carbon Management (HECM)
pilot programme, which required it to estimate its carbon footprint
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which buys more than A10 million worth of
paper a year for course materials and other
uses, operates an environmental policy
that insists its suppliers work to Forest
Stewardship Council standards. Even its
caterers have been reducing food miles
and recycling cooking oil for bio-fuel. And
Society Matters is now printed on recycled
paper.

Transport, though, remains a problem.
Staff commuting accounts for 22 per cent
of the Universityés carbon emissions and
business/peet travel a further 16 per cent T
largely because public transport links to the
main campus are poor. The University has
notched up some small successes, including
increasing the number of registered car-
sharers, but a number of academics would like to see more radical
measures to get staff out of their cars and onto public transport or
bicycles.

The Estates department is looking at further green measures. A
new agreement with Salix, part of the Carbon Trust, will provide
additional funding for energy-saving projects. Combined heat
and power systems, and even an on-campus wind turbine, are
under discussion. Alan Burrell, head of the Estates department,
thinks the OU has the potential to be at the forefront of green
universities in the future. 6We have done a lot, but we can do a
lot more. We are in a unique position amongst universities
Continued on Page 2
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The ranking, published in Times Higher Education on 3 July, shows that 117 universities have environmental policies. ; IR calh L N %
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In 2008, food prices in the developed and developing world are
soaring. Global inpation in food, as measured by the international
food price index, increased by 40 per cent in 2007, and has soared
further this year.

Levels of world cereal crops are at an all time low. As food-aid
programmes run out of money, world leaders meet in frenzied anxiety
about diminishing food stocks; they are beginning to acknowledge,
at last, the severity of this éman-maded global food crisis.

Forecasters, such as the international think-tank Chatham House,
have predicted that demand for food will rise by 50 per cent by
2030. The UN have reported that to simply keep up with the growth
in human population, more food will have to be produced in the
world in the next 50 years than there has been produced during the
previous 10,000 years. About 40 per cent of the worldés agricultural
land is already degraded. In 1980 the worldés population was 4.4
billion. By 2050 it is expected to reach 9 billion.

From Haiti to Uzbekistan, the poor are bearing the brunt of
the problem. Hundreds of people have died in protests across the
world. In India, rice has been rationed. In April the World Bank
predicted that at least 100 million people across the globe could face
starvation. EU estimates suggest that 25,000 people are dying daily
from hunger as food prices reach their highest level since 1945.

The causes of this international food crisis are very complex. A
variety of factors have been identiyed, ranging from climate change,
poor farming practices, deforestation and soil erosion to global
overpopulation. Speculation on commodity futures in the worldés
stock markets, following the collapse in conydence in conventional
ynancial markets and the fall of the dollar, has exacerbated the
problem. Following the credit crunch the search for proyts has
resulted in enormous puctuations in market prices that do not appear
to be related to shifts in supply and demand.

As the worldés oil reserves decline, the switch by governments,
including our own, to force increasing acreages of farmland to
convert from food production to the production of crops for bio-
fuels, has distorted the system of production to the extent that an
attempt, if it was, to satisfy environmental priorities has created
increased food scarcity and pushed up prices. In July the World
Bank reported that biofuels have driven up food prices by over 75
per cent since 2002.
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By 2010, across Europe it will be mandatory, for example, for
petrol retailers to mix 5.75 per cent of bio-fuels into fuel sold to
motorists. However, it is not just in the EU that we are being asked
to burn crops to fuel our cars T the USA, India, Brazil and China
have similar prospective schemes. India, for example, has pledged
to meet 10 per cent of its vehicle fuel needs with bio-fuels. In
America, bio-fuel consumption for motor vehicles is now enough
to cover all the import needs of the 82 nations classiyed by the UN
as Olow-income food deycit countrieso. It is probably too simplistic
to suggest that our transport systems can lead to starvation in the
developing world, but the connection is unavoidable.

In seven of the past eight years, the world has consumed more
grain than it has supplied. The growth in bio-fuel consumption has

not only beneyted the rich countries and denuded the poorest, but
it has depleted global grain stockpiles, pushing millions more of
the worldés poor deeper into poverty. The International Monetary
Fund reported in April that corn-based ethanol production in the
USA accounted for half the increase in the global demand for corn.
Jean Zeigler, a UN expert on the right to food has called this new
phenomenon a 6crime against humanityo.

We may be on the cusp of the biggest structural change in the
world food market for over a century. In the next few years, relief
and aid programmes in the developing world may be undermined,
while the tensions of international politics may further impinge on
the life chances of humanity. Increased competition over depleted
resources could lead to conpict and war.

The worldds population is growing at around 80 million people a
year. In the rising powers of India, Brazil and China, a huge growth
in middle-class populations has led to a revolution in demand for
those consumer goods we in the West have taken for granted for so
long.

Unfortunately, as the world seeks a sustainable future and
struggles with ways to limit the damage done by humanity to our
environment, it is likely that there will be millions of losers. In 2008
the British Government predicted that by 2050 half the arable land
in the world might no longer be suitable for production because of
water shortages and climate change.

Today the UNds World Food Programme is unable to cover the
increased cost of food aid to the poorest nations in the world. If you
are one of the 2.8 billion people in the world who live on under $2
a day, you may pay for the recent surge in growing grain for petrol
with your life. And it looks like the situation is likely to get worse.
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those areas over which we have little or no control.

the challenges connecting us to our contemporary world.

faculty/society-matters/society-matters-extra.php).

staff and student contributions on Society Matters Extra.

to your learning and teaching experience with the University.
If you want back copies email r.s.skellington@open.ac.uk

Welcome to the eleventh edition of Society Matters. Society Matters is
for all staff and students in the social sciences, and has a wider reach
within the University and across the University sector. It provides a
space in which students and staff can debate freely key issues of the
day. We try to inform and stimulate imaginations and to demonstrate
the relevance of social science to all we do in our lives, especially in

This issue has a igreeni focus. We explore the extent to which the
University itself takes its environmental responsibility seriously. We
have also taken a more detailed look at ethical concerns, and we
have not ignored vital international agendas. The articles in this issue
feature contentious and hotly contested areas of everyday life, but 9
they are examples of the way in which Society Matters has risen to

The response from contributors to this issue has been so impressive
that we could not ynd space in the print issue for all the contributions.
Last year we successfully launched the Society Matters Extra website,
and this year it contains over a dozen excellent articles that we hope
you will ynd interesting (www.open.ac.uk/socialsciences/about-the-

There is no Deanis column in this issue because we wanted to
highlight individual contributions. There are further Social Sciencest

Society Matters has tried to blaze a trail that triggers imaginations
and enlightens, that challenges our mind sets, that informs, and that
stimulates us to think tbeyond the boxi. What is vital is the explanatory
power not of one discipline in the social sciences, but all of them,
together. We hope, however modestly, that we will make a difference
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due to the volume of students we teach T if we can ynd a way of raising
the awareness of sustainability with our student base, past and present, then
signiycantly more can be achieved. We can then impact more than any other
institution on the Higher Education Funding Councilés Vision Statement on

Sustainability.b

At a meeting in April, the OUds senior management team, known as the
Vice Chancellorés Executive, discussed whether sustainability should become
a theme across all the Universityfs activities, including learning, teaching
support and research. So far, they have not committed to such a strategy. 0We
have many of the ingredients to do that and we are, for example, carrying out
an audit of our curriculum,b said Fraser Woodburn. 61 am certain that we will

take further initiatives there.0

Currently, though, the OU has no cross-departmental environment manager
to co-ordinate a university-wide strategy. 0There are little bits and pieces

we need is one person in charge to pull them together.

cultures.6

possibility is something the OU itself should heed.0

M DURLEIR\]RIT\UB T fiflaii {[\aiS\\ QiaUNail"+"U\_afiObailb™alPRji7bib™43 FR_R_RI#A_“ai=_R"VQR [ai\SIAN [N [N

happening all over the place,d said Energy Manager Mick Sackett. 6What

Dr Gordon Wilson, director of the OUds Environment, Development
and International Studies programme, believes that an environmental
manager is key. 6Embedded into OU courses is the principle that joined-
up T rather than piecemeal T thinking, policy and action is required,0 said
Gordon. 0Such an appointment needs to be made at a senior level, and the
person appointed needs clout to be able to change embedded institutional

6The exciting new Level 1 environment course U116 Environment:
journeys through a changing world is expected to be an introductory
pagship to the study of environment and sustainability and to attract a large
number of students when it is yrst presented in 2009. Its key message of

0 0 ~ 0
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The OU uses over 21,000,000 kW of gas per annum
(enough to heat your house for 1,061 years), over
20,000,000 kW of electricity per annum (enough to
power your house for 4,360 years), and nearly 109,000
cubic metres of water per annum (enough for the
average household for 955 years). Its annual utility
bill is A1.5 million. Its energy and water consumption
combined is equivalent to an annual carbon emission
of 12,700 tonnes.

The UK higher education sector emits 3T million
tonnes of CO, per year.

For articles on U116 and DU311 see pages 7 and 17
of this issue.
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DD101 Introducing the Social Sciences is an exciting new
development for the Faculty as we renew our curriculum to address
the changing world and the opportunities offered by new educational
technologies.

The course is being prepared by a course team from all the
Facultyés six departments: Economics, Geography, Politics and
International Studies, Psychology, Social Policy, and Sociology.
It will provide a broad interdisciplinary introduction to the social
sciences, with a particular emphasis on skills development,
including those skills relevant to employability, and the facilitation
of independent learning and critical thinking. At the same time, we
want our students to have fun, to ynish the course successfully and
to follow on to further study, especially to the wide range of exciting
awards that the Faculty and wider University offer.

We take the academic and intellectual development of our students
extremely seriously, and DD101 will integrate learning about the
topics and subjects of the course and practising and improving skills
in new and exciting ways. However, we wondt have done our job
properly unless students also achieve the 3 6F6s: ynish it, follow on
to further study, and ynd it fun to study.

Introducing the Social Sciences begins with an interesting and
exciting DVD and associated text materials. The DVD introduces
social sciencesd ways of thinking and establishes the main strands of
the course. Drawing on topics around the high street, supermarkets
and the production of éwasted, students will then study the changing
nature of contemporary society and engage with debates about social
and material worlds in relation to consumption, consumer society,
the power to shape markets and the relations between consumption,
production and the environment.

The course also addresses questions about the sustainability of
contemporary consumer society and the implications of this both
nationally and internationally: how does society deal with risk, are
we becoming happier and can we make a sustainable world? We
study the issues of identity and who 6éwed are in relation to family
histories, the places people live and how identities are shaped and
embraced. Looking at migration, the contested nature of national
identities and changes in personal identity issues of mobility,
connections and belonging are explored in relation to the ways in
which identities are made and shaped for people and places, as well
as the ways in which people live together and apart in families,
neighbourhoods, nations, diasporas and beyond. Questions of
governing, social order and security are studied through topics such
as anti-social behaviour, the routine regulation of interaction in
streets and among trafyc and in the making up of populations by
state censuses T issues about what is governed, by whom and where
are explored in relation to political disorder, transnational fears and
desires and international conpict and order.

Dear Richard,

It was with great horror that 1 read in Society Matters
that the OU has joined forces with Tesco. Whilst

this seems like a very lopsided deal, and that alone is
enough to create concern, 1im more concerned that the
association devalues the degree that lim studying. Tesco
are constantly in the news for the wrong reasons, and
have been the subject of corruption allegations (the
latest being the milk price pxing scandal). How could the
OU possibly cheapen itself to join the Tesco irewardss
scheme? The rewards scheme only benepts Tesco and/or
people who donit need the benept (i.e. if you can afford
to do the amount of shopping required to rack up the
amount of Tesco points required to pay for a degree,
then you can afford the cost of the degree anyway).

The association between Tesco and the OU also
conjures up images of the worthless degrees that are
available for purchase in the USA.

I will explain why 1 dislike Tesco. My local area has
had considerable issues with Tesco, who have ridden
roughshod over our council and attempted to have our
local park (the townis only green space) cut up to allow
lorry access to a proposed development. My town centre
already has Sainsburyis, Waitrose and the Co-op; there
is an ASDA close by, and it is only 5 minutes drive from
Bluewater (the largest shopping mall in Britain). Tesco
were opposed by the council and the vast majority of
residents. However, the council were pressured to put
the deal through. It took an independent enquiry at the
most senior level of government to overturn Tescois
plans, which were clearly not in the public interest. The
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One strand is about the material environment and explores how
places and lives are connected and disconnected through material
things and processes. Are we living in a more or less material
world? Are changing ways of making society and living more or less
sustainable and how might material and environmental questions be
addressed by society? How do social scientists incorporate material
issues (such as livelihoods and environments) into their work?
Students will be equipped with an understanding of the ways in
which peoplesé engagement with the material and social worlds are
related and an awareness of issues of sustainability.

Tesco petition was signed by over 90 per cent of the
townis residents, and Tesco eventually withdrew their
legal challenge to the enquiry ruling due to the bad
feeling that had been created in the local community.

Regards
Chris
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A second strand is about identities, mobilities and connections,
and addresses questions about who we are and where we live. How
are places and lives connected and disconnected? Are our lives
becoming more mobile and what new kinds of connection and
disconnection are being made in different places and spaces? How
do social scientists study and understand identities? Students will
gain an understanding of the complexity of éwho | amé or didentityd
as both social and individual, and an awareness of some different
theories of the processes by which identities are made and taken up.

A third strand is about ordering, governing and security, and
addresses questions about how social order is made, broken and
repaired. What are the relations between governing and the making of
social order? What are the relations between national, transnational
and international modes of ordering and governing? How do social
scientists study social order and governance? Students should
develop an understanding of some of the different ways in which
societies are ordered, governed and secured, and an awareness of
the roles of different sites and processes of governance.

Introducing the Social Sciences integrates its text materials very
closely with parallel work on the Universityés Virtual Learning
Environment (VLE) and supporting audio and DVD materials.
Students will engage with all these elements throughout the course,
although special care has been taken to ensure that students are not
overloaded in terms of workload, and that they are only attending to
a single medium of teaching at any given time. As students progress
through the course, they will gain conydence in learning from all
types of media and be prepared to engage with any of the mix of
materials they might encounter at higher levels of study. We will
also use the VLE and supporting audio material to invite students
to explore the world of subjects, courses and pathways of study
beyond Level 1 so that they can see something of what might lie
ahead and make informed choices about their future personal and
career development. In addition, we will provide students with the
means of assembling a portfolio of evidence about what they have
studied and the skills they have acquired, which they can take with
them after they have ynished the course.

The 60-point course will be presented twice a year (in October
and February) and its two 30-point versions, DD131 and DD132,
will be presented in the spring and autumn of each year, beginning
in the spring of 2010.

Introducing the Social Sciences will be the new Level 1
compulsory social sciences course for a number of undergraduate
awards hosted by the Faculty of Social Sciences, including the BA/
BSc (Hons) Social Sciences, the BA (Hons) Politics, Philosophy
and Economics, and the BA (Hons) Criminology and Psychological
Studies. It will also make a core contribution to a wide range of
inter-Faculty awards and to awards in other Faculties.
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To the Editor

I read the articles in Society Matters about the
OU/Tesco partnership. While agreeing with many of

the points raised, 1 would like to add my own viewpoint
as someone who reduced their course fee by A250 with
Tesco vouchers. Two years ago, as a recently divorced
parent supporting three young children on an income of
A13,000, 1 asked for pnancial assistance from the OU. I
was told that as I already have a degree (from 20 years
ago), I am not eligible. Now on an income of A16,000, |
dread having to pay nearly A1000 for my pnal course
next year. Without the vouchers 1 would be unable to
justify the expense. I could stop studying, but, as a
teacher interested in Special Educational Needs, | wish
to complete my Psychology degree in order to achieve
GBR with the British Psychological Society, which will
enable me to take a sideways step in my career. 1 would
also like to point out that the articles failed to mention
that, if you use a Tesco credit card (which 1 clear each
month), double points are earned on each transaction in
store, and points are gained from all other purchases
made with the card; points may also be earned from
linking your Clubcard with certain energy suppliers. 1 live
close to a large Tesco store and have not purchased more
than I would normally, but I have altered my strategy
for payment and how I choose to use my vouchers. It is
not the ideal way to pay for my study, but as it is the
only way available to me, please donit remove it.

Jacqueline Cox
Cambridge
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DD208 Welfare, Crime and Society is an exciting new Level 2
multi-media Social Policy course that will be offered for the yrst
time in October 2008. How is social welfare provision interwoven
with crime control concerns? The effect of these entanglements
upon policy development and peoplets lives is central to DD2086s
core questions.

The course is concerned with several fundamental questions at
the heart of our understanding of contemporary social policy. Is it
possible to detect a punitive approach to social welfare policy, and
a welfare approach to crime control policy? How do responsibility
and punishment apply to both welfare and crime control policies?
Are these approaches new or have they always been evident in
policy responses in the UK and elsewhere?

How does a focus on the links between social welfare and crime
control help us understand important issues of social concern,
such as anti-social behaviour, corporate crime, community safety,
environmental degradation, child welfare, warfare and poverty?

How are ideas of responsibility, conditionality, punishment and
6dangerous populationst used in contemporary policies? Are these
new applications for old concepts or are they reconstructed with
different meanings? How might we view and understand such
developments?

How can looking at historical responses to these questions in
our own and other societies help us make sense of whatis going
on currently? In a globalizing world of rapid social change and
interconnectedness what are the effects of social regulation,
surveillance and penalization on peopleds lives? Do these policies
impact on some social groups and populations more than others?
Do they enhance our sense of security and well-being or do they
undermine it?

What kinds of evidence can best help us answer these questions?
Are some sorts of evidence better than others in helping us understand
these trends and their effects? How is evidence mobilized in the
course of research, evaluation and policy-making? And how do
different kinds of evidence repect T or challenge T the worldview of
those involved in making policy and delivering services?

How do we know what is happening? What kinds of evidence
can we draw on to answer the questions? How do we interpret the
evidence? The place of evidence within social science and policy
development is a key focus of the course.

While the course focuses on the contemporary UK, students will
encounter material from a range of countries around the world T
South Africa, the USA, Australia, Kenya, Iraq and Spain amongst
others.

The course also engages with a transnational perspective in its
emphasis on how people, policies, social problems and social science
debates work across political borders, looking at other societies and
the policy concerns and developments that link them to the UK.
These connections between people and places around the world
arise from processes of migration and multicultural resettlement,
advances in technology and communications, economic production
and markets, policy networks and so on. Such processes both create

new policy problems and share new policy thinking about social
welfare and crime control across national borders.

One particular concern of the course is the idea of the UK
becoming a more diverse society. What sorts of diversity are at issue
here? And what sorts of policy responses (crime and/or welfare) are
better able to meet the needs of this more diverse society?

The course emphasizes that contemporary policy approaches
and interventions often draw on older ideas, concerns and values.
Students will come across an emphasis on the importance of history
in understanding the many ways in which social welfare and crime
control policies are entangled T both in the UK and in other countries
around the world.

Students are reminded that many of the social issues and
debates they encounter are not just of dthe nowd. For example, the
development of gated communities in 21st-century UK has a history
that goes back to at least the 18th century and Georgian residential
squares. The desire to keep some populations securely in and others
securely out is not without precedent, but the initiatives, policies
and strategies for securing such communities change over time. So,
too, do the sorts of people who are feared and the kinds of policy
responses to deal with them.

DD208 examines these interconnections through four core
concepts: surveillance, social justice, security and community, which
are evaluated around four different levels T the local, the regional,
the national, the international and the global. Each of these concepts
demonstrates the ways in which social welfare and crime control
policies are entangled. The concepts carry vital social and political
meanings that are made explicit and analysed. Social welfare and
crime control policies are developed around each of them. Some
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are more connected than others are. For example, building gated
communities may have implications for the security of those who
live within them, but may also pose problems of social justice for
those who are excluded.

We hope all students keen to develop their knowledge and skills
in social policy and criminology, or to develop their understanding
of the policy dimensions of social science, will enrol in DD208.

Further details about the course, its content, study materials and how
it yts into various social science degree programmes can be
obtained from l.c.adams@open.ac.uk

Admissions to hospital in England and Wales for
wounds and injuries from knives and sharp objectst

2002 T 2003 2006 T 2007
10,372 12,340
Persons under 16

95 179
Persons 16 T 18

429 752
In London

139 324
Persons 14 or under

438 436
Prosecutions for knife possession

1997 2006
4,489 7,699

E The Independent, 6 July, 2008
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More than 50 new criminal justice bills have been introduced by
New Labour since they came to power in 1997. Labour has created
more than 3,055 new criminal offences, passed 115,000 pages of
legislation and introduced more than 50 Bills, including 24 criminal
justice measures. Compare this with the 60 years between 1925 and
1985 when governments managed to get by with only six Criminal
Justice Acts, an average of one every decade.

Remarkably, New Labour is creating offences at twice the
rate of the John Major administration. During the last nine years
of Conservative rule, only 500 new offences were created. This
legislative yx is addictive. In 1997, New Labour introduced 160
new offences. In 2005, they added another 527.

Some of the new offences were needed, and some
involved repealing antiquated law, but bizarre
new offences have been created, adding to the
thousands on the statutes. These
include laws forbidding the selling
of grey squirrels, the impersonation
of trafyc wardens and the offering
of air trafyc control services
without a licence. In 1998,
if you created a nuclear
explosion you broke a new
law. And did you know that
you could be breaking a new
law if you fail to nominate
a neighbour to turn off your
burglar alarm while you are
away from home, or if you import
potatoes from Poland, or obstruct
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the Adult Learning Inspectorate, or interfere with the work of the

Childrenés Commissioner for Wales?

The impact of many of these legislative changes is difycult to
assess, but observers believe that our freedom has become more
constrained and that more police time is wasted, while the judicial
system has slowly become clogged up with trivial offences. The
tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime mantra has generated
heavy-handed regulation and an obsession for controlling the
minutiae of everyday life. Some offences have fallen in number,
others, some serious, have risen, while the prison population has
increased by a third.

According to the British Crime Survey (BCS),
between 1997 and 2007 all crime fell by 32%;
burglary fell by 55%, violent crime by 34% and
vehicle thefts by 52%. The BCS claimed that the

risk of becoming a victim of any form of crime in
2008 was 24%, the lowest rate since the creation
of the BCS in 1981.

However, in 2007, yrearm offences recorded by
police in England and Wales rose to 9,508

T more than double the number in 1999.

No, NMFA:ER- Knife crime offences have increased to
| Ak ‘?F ' 148,000, a rise of 28% since 1997.
- QN\)“\RRE._\.\NC\ The risk factor in 2007 was 3.4% for

violent crime.
Fear of crime has risen. Opinion polls
have regularly found that only around a
yfth of the British public believe that crime
is falling, while a Mori survey in 2007 found
that over 55% of the country believed that law and
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order was the most
important issue for
government.

Since 1997, the
prison  population
in England and
Wales has increased
from 61,467 to over
82,000, a record
high. England and
Wales now boast
the highest prison
population rate in
Western  Europe,
at 147 prisoners
per 100,000 of the
population. By
2008, in England
and Wales, one in six prisoners will be on remand, one of the highest
levels in Europe. Two-thirds of women who enter prison are on
remand. Since 1997, 17,000 new prison places have been created
and another 9,000 are planned before 2011.

The latest proyle data on prisoners in England and Wales shows
that 17,000 are serving sentences for violent crime, and 10,000
for drug offences. The social backgrounds of inmates contrast
signiycantly with the general population: only 5% of the general
population have two or more mental disorders compared to 72% of
male prisoners and 70% of female prisoners. Thirteen per cent of the
general population are drug users, whereas 66% of the male prison
population took drugs prior to sentencing.

LETiIS HAVE A LOOK, THEREIS BOUND
TO BE SOMETHING IN HERE

E Banksy, CORBIS, 2008
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I doubt whether many people had Margaret Beckett down as one of
the more imaginative politicians, but we were wrong. Many MPs
submitted expense claims for unnecessary taxis or new kitchen
units, but Margaret put some art into her claim and demanded
A1,900 for plants and a pergola, which apparently is a frame for the
plants to thrive on. This was for her second home of course, because
obviously everyone has a pergola and a thousand pounds worth of
plants in their yrst home.

Gardening isn6t really my thing, so every time | read this story
I ynd myself shrieking 6Nineteen hundred quid for sodding plants
T what was she buying T trifyds?6 Or maybe shebs got one like the
thing in Little Shop of Horrors and every time she heads off for
Prime Ministerds Questions it grabs her by the ankle and yells,
6Feed me Margaret, feed me.0

In a nod towards sanity, she was only granted A1,300, but how
can she begin to justify this? When she submitted her claim, was
there a covering letter that said, 0When | was Foreign Secretary |
entertained the President of Syria on our patio, and he was just about
to sign a non-aggression treaty when he said, fil look forward to
peace between our nations T hang on, your wisteria has prematurely
withered due to an absence of adequate framing that would allow the
foliage to pourish in the resulting spacious environment. | consider
this a gross insult to my people. | pronounce a curse upon you, your
nation and your disreputable horticulture. Rest assured | want this
matter resolved within 24 hours or you may consider our nations at
war, madam.o 0

We only know about Margaretés expense claim because a few
MPs were ordered to reveal their expense details; who knows what
the others have claimed for. There is probably a junior minister who
has claimed for a snooker table in his second dolphinarium. I bet one
has claimed for a milking shed, one for a canal, one for a pyramid

and one for a ghost train, who will then defend himself by saying,
dThe sum of A50,000 is due to the global increase in the price of
skeletons as a result of the worldwide plastic ybia (sic) shortage.o

Barbara Follett, who is a millionaire, claimed A1,600 in one year
for window cleaning. Maybe shedll explain this by pointing out that
her windows were cleaned by Damien Hirst, who polished them
with squid ink, but one of the panes will shortly be exhibited in the
Tate Modern, providing an exciting boost to the nationds heritage.

Here is the best part. The édifycultiesd raised by this complex and
sensitive issue have been investigated by the politicians themselves,
and one of the measures theybve decided on is that all MPs should
receive an automatic annual allowance of A23,000 for their second
home. No doubt some of them will now yell, 6Thatés not fair, now
the others get a bonus but we were swiping that much already.o

This is presented as a compromise. So maybe we should tackle
other social problems in the same way. The complex issue of
mugging can be dealt with by getting an all-purpose committee of
muggers to investigate the problem, and they can come up with a
compromise in which all old people have to empty their purses and
hand over the contents to strangers in the street.

This way, the nationfs muggers will be spared complex archaic
procedures such as pretending to be from the gas board while riping
through an old personés sideboard.

Why is the issue of MPsf expenses usually portrayed as complex?
Most institutions manage an expenses system without too much
trouble. However, an MP claims thousands for wages paid to a son
who did nothing, or for a forest full of shrubs and a John Lewis
proscenium walkway on which to exhibit the things and this is
6complexad.

And then they claim this is an inevitable result of their meagre
pay, which is a fraction of what theydd earn 6in the private sectord,

as if theyfve done us a huge philanthropic favour when they could
all so easily be on the board of Unilever.

However, if they had not become politicians, they could be
working in Costa Coffee. Margaret Beckett might just as well say, 0l
consider my wages rather modest, when you consider that if | hadnt
entered politics 16d have been earning A100,000 a week playing
central midyeld for Barcelona.o

However, worst of all is that they are so out of touch with normal
life; they canit see why so many are aghast at this practice. If
Margaret Beckett is approached by a family in her constituency with
yve living in one room and no heating because it has been cut off,
presumably shedll say, 61 know T ités like when they only gave me
A1,300 for plants for my second home T arent these bureaucracies
dreadful?6

In July 2008 MPs voted by a majority of 28 to retain the system and
rejected the proposals for external auditing
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Life at the OU in Wales took a new turn recently, with demonstrations
againstthe Universityts involvementinamilitary training consortium
taking place outside our building.

Over the past year, the 6Stop the St Athan Military Academy
Campaigndhas been publicizing and attacking the OUGs involvement
in the Metrix consortium, which followed its success in being
awarded a government contract to run a training agency for all of
the British armed forces at St Athan in South Glamorgan.

The OU is a member of the consortium, along with some major
arms manufacturers, including QinetiQ and Raytheon. Raytheon
manufactures Tomohawk and Patriot missiles, and missiles
capable of carrying cluster bombs; QinetiQ hit the headlines with
criticisms by the National Audit Ofyce of the process whereby, in
the privatization of DERA, the responsible civil servants became
multi-millionaires overnight.

Thousands of training jobs from around the UK will be moved
to St Athan, just outside Cardiff, where up to 5,500 jobs will be
created. This ygure is one that puctuates and is contested, but it is
claimed that the St Athan Military Academy, costing A15 billion,
will be the largest ever public-sector project in Wales.

The project is welcomed by local MPs and Welsh Assembly
Members, by the Welsh Assembly Government and by all of the
major political parties in Wales. Nonetheless, several Plaid Cymru
members of the National Assembly for Wales have spoken against
it, and there are a small but vociferous number of people in Wales
opposed to the militarization of the economy. Anti-militarism has
been a core element of the nationalist struggle since its inception,
and is a perspective shared by many key ygures in public life.

Does this new partnership yt with the mission of the OU T to
create and enhance life opportunities? There are concerns about any
institutionds associations with the arms trade. Jennie Lee, one of the
main founders of the OU, was yrm in her stand against arms, in that
she was against the UK acquiring a nuclear deterrent.

Various UK universities (including St Andrews and several
Cambridge colleges) have adopted ethical investment policies.
University College London, under pressure from students and
alumni, is among those that are considering doing so. The School of
Oriental and African Studies and Goldsmiths, University of London
and Bangor University have withdrawn investment from arms
companies. The OU has still to decide on whether it needs to devise
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clear and fully transparent ethical guidelines to steer its business
partnerships.

Other institutions have been more forthright. The Norwegian state
pension fund, which includes its petroleum fund, and Liverpool City
Council are among the bodies that have disinvested from Raytheon,
on the basis of its implication in war crimes and killing civilians in
Irag and Lebanon.

Of course, military technology and the armed forces are involved
in defence as well as attack, and there are plenty of us who subscribe

to notions of 6just warsd. But the plan is to train not just British
troops, but armed forces from around the world. The idea of training
troops for the Burmese government is more controversial than
training British troops.

Others do not share this political or moral concern, but object on
pragmatic grounds: that the OU risks tainting its brand. In a sense,
the greatest asset of the OU is its brand. The brand isnét just a logo
but is a reputation, and the reputations of organizations increasingly
are linked to their ethical and environmental policies and practices.
We only have to look to Nike, McDonaldés, Tesco, the Body Shop
and the Co-operative Bank to see the centrality of éthe brand6 to
business performance.

Across the economy and around the world there is a huge growth
in the écorporate social responsibilityd agenda. In one sense, this is
recognized by the OU, which recently launched a Level 1 course
on Ethics in Real Life and takes very seriously its commitment to
development in Africa. At the same time, it is in partnership with
the World Bank to develop a private university in Pakistan, in
collaboration with Tesco regarding using clubcard points to pay
course fees (see Society Matters No.10), and is now linked with the
Metrix consortium.

This suggests the need for an ethical, environmental and corporate
responsibility framework for the OUbs relationships with other
organizations. With its deservedly high standing, the OU brand is of
enormous beneyt to us all. The good reputation of the OU is an asset
and needs to be defended actively.

In response to the Universityts involvement in the Metrix
consortium, the Open University Branch of the University and
College Union (OUBUCU) has formulated a set of ethical guidelines
to be applied to the future selection of its strategic partnerships with
external organizations. The guidelines set out criteria regarding the
arms trade, ecological sustainability, animal welfare and corporate
responsibility to 6ylteré out partnerships which may commercially
damage the Universitys brand. At the time of going to press, a
paper setting out the arguments for their implementation has been
presented to the Vice-Chancellor and the Branch awaits a response
to its suggestion that a forum be established between union and
management to discuss the guidelines. The union believes the
University cannot be ynancially successful in the future unless it
is committed to an ethical approach to partnerships.
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Stuart Hall arrived in Britain from Jamaica in 1950 with a Rhodes
scholarship to Oxford, a Merton College scarf and a raft of ideas
about independence. He will never forget sitting at Paddington
Station and watching his fellow islanders, the Windrush generation,
coming to London from Kingston in their Sunday clothes; he
thought, 0Where on earth are these people going to?6 and, 6Where
do they think they are going to?0 He has spent much time in the last
58 years working on the answers to these two questions.

If he were a less modest man, Hall might lay claim to having
invented the idea of multiculturalism in Britain. Having abandoned
a PhD on Henry James in 1958, he became the founding editor
of the New Left Review, which did much to open a debate about
immigration and the politics of identity. Along with Raymond
Williams and Richard Hoggart, he established the yrst Cultural
Studies programme at a British university in Birmingham in 1964,
bringing the study of popular cultures into the understanding of
political and social change. In 1979, with the arrival of Thatcherism,
of which he was a prophetic and nimble critic, he brought these
ideas to the Open University and became, for nearly two decades on
BBC 2, the progressive insomniacsd icon.

In all of these roles, Hall quietly and radically sought to redraw
mind-maps of Britain. He looked at how the post-colonial world
was shaped by our understanding of difference and by the need to
rub along with each other. He retired from the OU in 1997, and has
spent the last decade establishing a space in which these arguments
about identity can be made. This space is Rivington Place, a new
A8m art gallery in Hoxton, designed by architecturets man of the
moment, David Adjaye. Its aim is to édiversify the mainstream of
arts organizations, to give space to show people who are being left
out of the Tate or wherever, and to create a context for the wider
understanding of our worlds6.

6l thought to myself when I left the Open University: do you
want to go on pretending to be an academic now? Sit in your study
without an institution to be part of?0 Hall knew that wasn6t for him;
he had always worked with a team. He had hoped to travel more,
but kidney failure and the need for dialysis three times a week
prevented that. He would have to do his travelling in his head.

Hall became the chair of two foundations: Iniva, the Institute
of International Visual Arts, and Autograph ABP, which sought
to promote photographers from ethnic minorities. The two
organizations needed a home, and so Hall launched a bid for lottery
money. After nearly a decade of wrangling with public/private
partnerships, of arguing for European money and Hackney money
and Barclays money, that home has ynally been built. If he is
exhausted, Hall doesndt show it.

The need for Rivington Place has never been more urgent, he
believes. Since he and his fellow board members started to imagine
it, the ideas it will engage with have been under siege. 6We started
at what now looks like the high point of multiculturalism,d he says,
6in the pre-9/11 world. Differences were everywhere, hybridity
was everywhere, and no one had completely retreated into tribal
enclaves.t In the years since, he suggests, retreat, among white,
black and Muslim communities, has deepened misunderstanding
and ignorance.

Hall hopes the artists, showing at Rivington Place will work at
the écoalface of differenced, chipping away at entrenched positions.
0They are open to the crucial conversation: how much do we give
up and how much do we retain of our cultural identity in order to
be ourselves? These are deep issues and are more charged than they
have ever been.b

I wonder if Hall is hopeful that the damage to the multicultural
ideal done by the rise of fundamentalisms of all kinds can be
reversed? 61 dondt quite know about hope,d he says. 61t seems to me
that globalization holds the possibility of one world but within that
ideal are massive disparities of power, wealth and vision. | thought
there was more hope before the eruption of Islamism and all that
has become visible since 9/11 ... Al-Qaida is one extreme, but there
is a whole gradient of Islam that has been open to dialogue for many
years and we have failed to respond to it. We know nothing about

it. We stereotype it. We never had the tough argument that leads to
better integration.o

He is optimistic that such a dialogue will continue even while
cultures are squaring up to each other. He believes that this can begin
to happen in places like Rivington Place, or in ylm and literature,
or at street level outside. London, for him, remains the model of
this tolerant debate, dor at least the best one | know. The fact is this
city will never go back to looking like it did when I arrived here in
1950. You can have as many border police and thought police as you
want, as many of Gordon Brownés and David Cameronts deynitions
of Britishness. It is a more genuine multicultural society than New
York, where there are not the same black/white worlds. And what
gives me hope is that there are still many, many people here who try
to live it that way.0

Hall does not shy away from some of the harder questions this
implies, but he has no simple answers. He views symbolic debates,
such as that over the wearing of the veil by British Muslim women,
as an empathy failure on both sides, 6a lag between one modernity
and another ... If you come from a culture where relations between
women and men are much more traditional, you begin to see what
not wanting to be exposed to the gaze of a man really means.o

He hopes that Rivington Place ynds languages that can bridge
such gaps. | wonder, thinking about the debate over the Danish
cartoons, where he stands on the right to comment on other cultures,
on the right to offend.

6l tend to think some things are off-limits,0 he suggests. 6Not in
the sense that you should not be able to say them, but you need
some care about how and when you go into them. If you wanted to
make a joke about concentration camps you should think twice. At
least twice. Given the complexity of relations between Islam and
the West, | would think at least twice about those cartoons. You
cannot simply say it is my right to do it and then be surprised at
the consequences. You have to take on the personal risk and decide
whether it is worth the price.0

6lsnft that a remit for intimidation?0

6l think you always need the double perspective. Before you say
that, you have to understand what it is like to come from that fiothero
place. How it feels to live in that closed world. How such ideas have
kept people together in the face of all that has happened to them. But
you also have to be true to your own culture of debate and you have
to ynd some way to begin to translate between those two cultures. It
is not easy, but it is necessary.b

Hall yrst encountered the nuances of such conversations at his
home in Kingston when he was growing up. He was born into a
middle-class family who were in thrall to what he calls 6the colonial
romanced. People think all Jamaicans are black, he suggests, and
don6t understand the gradations that can exist within a single family
like his own. 6My motherés connections to England were more
recent. My father6s side was not pure African either; it had Indian in
it, and probably some English somewhere. | was always the blackest
member of my family and | knew it from the moment | was born.
My sister said, iWhere did you get this coolie baby from?0 Not
black baby, you will note, but low-class Indian.6

Hallés motherés maiden name was Hopwood, and she once
suggested to her son that she might have some Habsburg blood in
her. 61 mean T craziness,0 he says, laughing. He believes cultural
studies was born for him when he was yrst told that he could not
bring black school friends home, even though, to white eyes, he
was black himself. 61t was the subaltern position, on the knees to
the dominant culture. After the war you could hear the voices in
Kingston whispering fiindependence, independence, independenceo.
I could not understand why my family was not part of that.6

Hallés sister was crushed by that mentality; she fell in love with
a black medical student but was barred from seeing him by her
mother. After a breakdown she had electric shock treatment and has
never had another relationship. ¢She stayed at home. She looked
after my mother, and my father, then my brother who was blind,
until they died.0 His sisterds life is, he says, 6one of the reasons | have
never been able to write about or think about the individual separate

from society. The
individual is always
living some larger

narrative, whether he
or she likes it or not.o

It is also a fate
he  believes he
escaped. He came to
Oxford  determined
to understand black
Jamaica. Hall had
never met anyone
from Trinidad or
Barbados before he
got to England, but
he found himself
taking on the political
identity of the West
Indian ¢diasporad.
Other contemporaries
responded in different
ways: V. S. Naipaul,
who came from Trinidad, was with him at Oxford but wanted
nothing to do with the West Indian Society of which Hall became a
part. 6Everyone has to work out their own relation with these things,0
Hall suggests, ébut for Naipaul to suggest that he came from a place
without history always seemed perverse. He knew as well as | did
that the islands had more history than they knew what to do with.o

I wonder what his parents made of his work, his efforts to break
down barriers of understanding. He laughs a little. éMy mother once
came to visit and | happened to be speaking in Trafalgar Square;
it was anti-apartheid or CND or something. | had a Che Guevara
beard. She came along but afterwards the event was never once
mentioned. She was happy, | think, that I stayed here.0

One place where his ideals have worked has been in his marriage.
In 1964 he married Catherine Barrett, a Yorkshire woman 13 years
his junior, whom he met on a march at Aldermaston. As a mixed-
race couple in Birmingham, they grew up together with prejudice.
Catherine became a post-colonial historian; she wrote about the
freeing of slaves in Jamaica and took Hall to places on the island he
had never visited before. For him, the wonder of it has been to watch
6someone who is English become inward with another culture.
She knows more about Jamaica than | do. It has been a fantastic
experience, watching her journey.o

If his own life T he has two children T is a good example of what he
calls dthe old melting-pot ideal,d Hall is not nayve enough to think of
it as a future. Things can turn around and go the other way. Identities
can harden. 6In the 20 years after | came, most British Pakistanis
said their nationality was more important than their religion, for
example. Now it is the other way around.o

He would, surprisingly, begin to extend that fact to himself as
well. Towards the end of our interview he suggests that he dfeels
much less at home here now than | did when | came.b It seems an
odd thing to say, but he is in no doubt. 61 have lived here for 57 years
but I am no more English now than | ever was,6 he says. He looks at
me squarely. 0l am not a liberal Englishman like you. In the back of
my head are things that cant be in the back of your head. That part
of me comes from a plantation, when you owned me. | was brought
up to understand you, | read your literature, | knew Daffodils off by
heart before | knew the name of a Jamaican power. You dontt lose
that, it becomes stronger.o

He smiles. | smile. He doesn6t blame me, he says, or anyone. But
the least we can do is acknowledge our difference. Then we can
start to talk.

Rivington Place opened on 5 October 2007:
www.rivingtonplace.org

!

This is an amended version of an article that yrst appeared in the
Observer on Sunday 23 September 2007:
www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver/2007/sep/23
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The single most important thing to say about Stuart Hallés time
at the OU is that his dedication to teaching and to the needs of
all students was exemplary. In the 1970s and 1980s the Social
Science Faculty was at the vanguard of an extraordinary increase
in student numbers at the University. Stuart was at the heart of
it, chairing a series of famous and inpuential courses in the area
where sociology met politics and cultural studies. The titles still
resonate: Understanding Modern Societies; The State and Society;
Beliefs and Ideologies; and Culture, Media and Identity.

The way in which Stuart managed the dynamics of large course
teams was memorable. His example generated a warm and
good-humoured atmosphere, and the discussion was, of course,
extraordinarily stimulating. He had a way of bringing out the best

in the people who worked with him. The largest egos were moved in
the direction of collegiality while the more insecure members of the
team felt valued, and were increasingly encouraged to contribute,
knowing that their contribution would be judged only on its merit,
never on formal status. There was something exhilarating about that
openness, that egalitarianism, that mutuality of respect.

In his writing, and in his packed summer school lectures, Stuart
had a talent for teaching ideas to students who thought they hated
theory. Students found the combination of breathtaking articulacy,
playfulness and sweetness of disposition irresistible.

One very important thing | remember about working with Stuart is
that you laughed a lot. In fact, in the sociology ofyce we laughed so
much that we had complaints about the noise. One of the Facultyts
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senior secretaries, whose room was above ours, actually made two
complaints. First, she couldnft get any work done. Second, she
couldndt get a transfer into Sociology!

For twenty years | worked closely with Stuart. | discovered that
he had inynite reserves of warmth and patience. Despite the size
of the job he had to do, the phone calls and letters that poured in
every day, the requests for interviews, book reviews, lectures, and
trips abroad, he always had time for people. He was interested in
everybody. He cared about how you were ¢in yourselfd as they say
in Scotland.

Stuart was a distinguished public intellectual, an inspirational
teacher, and a great leader of course teams. However, he is more
than that: he is a wonderful human being.
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Our world is changing fast. We can no longer
ignore the growing impact we are having on our
planet and its life, whether it is global climate
change, competition for resources or loss of
biodiversity. We also cannot ignore the effects
that environmental change is beginning to have
on societies around the world.

Many people are sounding warnings about
environmental challenges to come; not only are
they sounding the alarm, but they are themselves
beginning to sound alarmed. As Al Gore says in
An Inconvenient Truth, éscientists are virtually
screaming from the rooftopso.

But are we really changing our planet
irrevocably and threatening our life-support
systems, or are the warnings exaggerated,
merely the pleading of a self-interested group of
environmentalists?

The problem with raising global issues is
that people can soon switch off. We can feel
overwhelmed by the scale of the problem. What
have global issues got to do with litter in the
streets, food prices or pollution from trafyc? Can
changing our light bulbs or travel plans really
save the world? Too much talk of doom can
easily lead to a sceptical backlash if the worst
scenarios donft come to pass.

An interdisciplinary group of academics from
Social Science and Science and Technology has
taken up the challenge to connect global issues
to peoplest own experience and actions. We are
preparing a new, 60-point Level 1 introduction
to the environment, due for yrst presentation in
October 2009. The course is U116 Environment:
journeys through a changing world.

At present, there is a partial gap in the
Universityés  provision  of  broad-based
environment courses. There are popular 60-
point courses at Level 2, U216 Environment,
and at Level 3, U316 The Environmental Web.
Level 1 is served by the 30-point course, T172
Working with our Environment: technology for
a sustainable future, which is also broad-based,
but is aimed more at students studying science
and technology. When T172 ends in 2009, U116
will replace it and provide a new 60-point Level
1 entry point for students studying pathways in
Environment and International Studies, as well
as pathways in Environmental Sciences and
Technology. It will become a core course for both
the Environmental Studies and Environmental
Science degrees.

From 2009, U116 will become a core course for both the
Environmental Studies and the Environmental Science degrees.
Incentives to study by offering Certiycates in Higher Education are
under consideration. For example, students could study U116 in

N

WASTE What can you do about
neutral thiswaste?
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conjunction with other relevant Level 1 courses such as DD103, the
new social sciences foundation course, or S104 Exploring Science.

At the same time we hope U116 will be attractive in its own
right, especially for those students who have a general interest in
environmental issues but who are following an Open Degree. We

also hope it will encourage some of the many
members of the public who have contacted the
Open University after seeing BBC series such as
Coast to renew their own learning journey with
the OU.

Environment: journeys through a changing
world covers two kinds of journey in its six
blocks: the journey through a changing world
and a studentés own learning journey. The course
journey begins at home, and wherever home is.

The opening block explores some of the
causes and consequences of our impact on our
environment, on climate and biodiversity, and
examines how we as individuals and as members
of society can inpuence our carbon footprint.
The journey then takes us to the Arctic, where
climate change is causing a dramatic loss of ice,
and explores how local people, scientists and
wildlife are responding to a rapidly changing
environment.

In stark climatic contrast, Block 3 takes us to
the sources of the River Nile in Africa, where
two case studies explore the difyculties and
successes of sustaining forests for local people
and mountain gorillas, and management of scarce
water resources in more arid regions.

Block 4 movestothe lastgreat tropical rainforest,
the Amazon, to discover how it functions and
how it is coping with a variety of pressures. We
also contact Amerindians living in the forest and
discuss their views.

We then turn to the most populous and rapidly
developing country, China. Here there are too
many questions to ask, so we focus on two aspects
of environment and development: what effect
is mass migration to the city having on society,
and what is the impact locally and globally of the
increased demand for resources? Half the worldés
population now lives in cities, and the proportion
continues to rise. The ynal block looks at city life
and revisits the key question raised at the start of
the course: how can we all live in more sustainable
ways?

Throughout the journey, U116 makes
connections with a largely UK and European
student audience. How do our actions at home
affect the wider world? How can we learn from
the experience and actions of others around the
world? It looks critically at the different impacts,
conpicting interests and contrasting views of
environmental issues from around the world, and
discusses the merits of possible solutions. The course will keep up-
to-date by maintaining contact with the people and places on the
journey, through initiatives such as the Creative Climate project.
The broad aim of the course is to help students become better
informed and more aware global citizens. Watch this space!
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The full force of the dangers of climate change is disproportionately
affecting the worldds poorest people, especially its minorities,
according to a report published in March 2008 by the Minority
Rights Group (MRG). The MRG called for richer polluting nations
to pay for éclimate prooyngd the worldds vulnerable regions in the
developing world. International concern increases over people
living at the margins of these societies who receive no protection,
especially as climate change affects traditional communitiesd access
to land and stops minorities, such as the Karamonajong in Uganda,
planting their crops and hunting as they have done in the past. The
UN has recognized the security implications for poorer nations,

highlighting the increased likelihood of wars and mass migration
as food becomes scarce and infrastructure collapses. At Bali, in
December 2007, 190 nations signed up to aroadmap aimed at binding
countries to help the minority victims of climate change. However,
the current vogue for creating bio-fuel plantations, which is forcing
traditional peoples off their land to fuel the ethanol industry, may
extenuate the tenuous relationship between climate change and the
survival of minority groups.

In April 2008, the MRG yndings were reinforced by a report from
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), who warned
the developed world to prepare for a huge movement of people

because of climate change. By 2050, as many as one billion people
could be misplaced by global warming, especially in Africa, Central
America and Asia.

Craig Johnstone, the UNHCR deputy high commissioner, said
humanity faced a églobal-scale emergencyd whose effects would
accumulate over the next four decades. Environment Secretary,
Hilary Benn, said a global agreement must be reached. 6Climate
change is the most serious long-term threat to development in poor
countries, and, if unchecked millions of people may be forced to
migrate to escape the effects of drought, pooding, food shortages
and rising sea levels.
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Wordsworth believed that the experience of nature can beneyt the
human spirit; can help make us, in some sense, psychologically
whole and help us realize our potential. Chris Belshawés words,
in Contested Environments, the third book in the OU course U216
Environment, echo exactly how | now feel.

I was diagnosed with depression in 1998 and left work in 2002.
I was lost, very down and | found myself standing on the edge of a
very dark place. The road to recovery has not been easy, but I yrmly
believe that the journey along it began in 2004 when | enrolled on
Y154 Open to Change (which has now been replaced by Y165
Learning to Change). This pertinently titled course, with the help
of an incredibly supportive tutor, enabled me to develop the skills

and conydence to engage with distance learning, and continue on a
voyage that has irrevocably changed my purpose, well-being and
life.

Studying evolutionary psychology in DSE212 Exploring
Psychology rekindled a latent childhood interest in the natural
world. I have subsequently volunteered with the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust, bolstering my self-esteem. This has given me some much-
needed exercise and provided insights into the fantastic world of
conservation.

Now, another environmental opportunity is unfolding. In addition
to studying towards a Diploma in Environmental Policy with the OU,

I now have an amazing opportunity to pursue a career in a natural
environment as inspirational as that which enthused Wordsworth.

Thanks to my OU studies, | have now embarked on a new job
as project ofycer (dealing with promotion, recruitment, events and
activities on the east coast of Yorkshire) for the Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust, a conservation charity.

Gazingover chalk cliffsonthe East Yorkshire coast, the éexperience
of natured, as both student and volunteer, has enabled me to come
closer to realizing my potential than I could ever have imagined.
The OU, together with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the RSPB,
have empowered me, and have infused me with an appreciation and
enthusiasm for life and the natural world.
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We live in a world that often seems characterized by change and
uncertainty. Amidst shifting personal and political landscapes, we
struggle to know how to respond to the perceived risks of modern
societies. In this context, what happens in family lives can easily
become identiyed as a major arena in which social ills germinate
and, hence, where they can be put right. Consequently, families are
high on policy agendas, and the subject of public rhetoric as well
as professional interventions.

It is noteworthy, however, that academic discussions around
families have often been dominated by such public agenda. Yet the
social sciences have a unique and invaluable contribution to make to
the study of contemporary families and relationships. For this reason,
the Faculty of Social Sciences is currently expanding its courses
in these areas, beginning with the short Level 2 course Family
Meanings. The course offers a sound base on which to build both
academic and professional studies of families and relationships.

By focusing on family meanings, the course centralizes the
concept of 6familyd itself. Students will explore how we think about,
study, and produce knowledge about everyday family lives, as well
as the ways in which social policies and professional practices
focus on families. There will also be opportunities for students to
repect on the assumptions and values embedded in their own family
meanings and experiences.

The course begins with an in-depth examination of qualitative
evidence about how people talk about 6family6 and introduces
statistical approaches to studying family patterns, exploring some
of the assumptions that underpin research.

We develop studentsé basic skills in the analysis of both qualitative
and quantitative data sets. Theoretical approaches to family meanings
are explored through a discussion of family discourses and practices.
Key concepts of intimacies and personal lives are discussed as
alternative frameworks to 6family6 for studying relationships.

We examine the ways in which family meanings are embedded
in contexts, which are themselves shaped by material inequalities,
systematic differences of power, and cultural understandings. Thus,
while much of the course draws on UK-based research and debates,
we also explore family meanings across diverse contexts, including
policy and professional practice contexts.

By the end of the course, students will have developed tools for
exploring the powerful, emotional and morally charged notion
of 6familyd, and be able to attend to their own lives, professional
practices, and public representations of families with new insights
and skills.
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We live in a complex and fast-changing world that presents us with
many challenges. Much of the time we get on with life and tackle the
problems that it presents using our own resources and the support
of our friends and families, but sometimes we ynd that certain
problems stretch our coping mechanisms too far and then we may
ynd it helpful to talk with someone outside our immediate family
or friendship network. The growth of counselling in the West has
been remarkable and repects an increasing perception that talking
about oneds problems with a professional can enable us to tackle a
wide variety of concerns and get our lives back on track. It may only
require a few sessions talking with a counsellor to realize that we
have the capacity to cope and move on, although occasionally more
sustained support may be necessary.

Being acounsellor isa particularly satisfying profession where you
can really make a difference to the lives of others. It is also a highly
pexible occupation. Some people work full-time but many others

ynd it an ideal way to work part-time or in a voluntary capacity.
Furthermore, an understanding of the fundamentals of counselling
may be useful for many people working in a wide variety of other
professions, from nursing and social care to human resources and
teaching.

D171 Introduction to Counselling is a new Level 1 short course
(15 points) designed to provide an introduction to this fascinating
and valuable profession. The course includes an introductory
textbook on the theory and practice of counselling along with a DVD
providing examples of counselling skills and counsellors in action.
While you will not qualify as a counsellor by taking this course, it
will provide a yrst step that furthers your understanding of the theory
of counselling, and you will develop some basic counselling skills.
Professional bodies recommend that everyone wishing to pursue a
career in counselling should yrst complete a short course like this so
that they understand more about what is involved in this profession
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Franklin Roosevelt said of the day of the attack on Pearl Harbour on
7 December 1941 that it éwould live in infamyd. The same has to be
said of 11 September 2001 when terrorist attacks in New York City
and Washington DC took the lives of some 3,000 people, mostly
civilians, in the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The victims,
largely American, included nationals from some ninety countries. In
addition to the destruction of a much-loved architectural landmark,
the atrocity cost the global economy countless billions in economic
losses.

Politics, Media and War: 9/11 and its impacts is a short dtaster
course in international politics and media sociology. It examines the
international consequences of 9/11 and considers the varied impacts
of the terrorist threat posed by individuals and groups who claim
Islamic legitimization for their actions.

This threat, witnessed at work before and after 9/11 in countries
as far apart as the USA, the UK, Spain, Iraq, Afghanistan, Israel,
Egypt and Indonesia, increasingly repects the modern phenomenon
of 6asymmetrical warfared, one waged by states and non-state
actors, where terrorist organizations are seen to threaten the peace
and stability of the world.

This short course examines the military and political response of
the USA, the UK and their allies to this terror threat both at home
and abroad. It offers a brief and straightforward introduction to the
changing nature of war and terrorism, and discusses the growing
osecuritizationd of many areas of social life.

The course explores how the British state balances the trade
off between security and civil liberty in the face of organized and
disorganized terrorism. The course also examines the role the media
plays in deyning the nature of political violence, representing global
conpicts and shaping popular and elite perceptions of the terrorist
threat.

By exploring the varied geopolitical causes and consequences of
9/11, the course provides a simple introduction to contemporary,
cutting-edge issues in international politics and media studies. Its
aim is to help students make sense of contemporary global events
and evaluate the public policies such an event as 9/11 can provoke.
Politics, Media and War is delivered online through the Open
University6s Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). Students work
through a set of structured readings, suitably signposted, drawn from
a number of perspectives and repecting the opinions of politicians,
policy makers, commentators and academics.

before committing to the longer formal counselling training.

D171 is an accessible course and therefore appropriate to all
students wishing to study with the OU for the yrst time. Its high
academic quality is guaranteed and an important factor given the
variable quality of counselling education available today. You
will learn about the fundamentals of counselling, its cultural and
historical origins, what distinguishes it from psychotherapy and
an understanding of the three main theoretical approaches to
counselling. This will provide a foundation for further study in this
and other related areas in counselling, psychology and the social
sciences and better equip you to understand the nature of this
profession. The course will also facilitate the development of basic
counselling skills, which may be useful in your current or a future
work role. We hope you ynd the course an enjoyable and fascinating
route into study in Higher Education that may well change your life
and career for the better.
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The next time somebody tells you that
football isnét worth the chequebook
itts written on, that it is rotten beyond
redemption, just show him a picture of
the Iragi kid who, for once, is smiling
despite the clatter of gunyre; smiling
because his team have just won the
Asian Cup. We dongt know if he is Sunni
or Shia, Kurd or Arab. We just know he
is a kid who loves football. The world,
if anyone making such a mess of the
place cares to look, is full of them.

The power of the game can be seen
wherever you go. Youngsters play in
the slum streets of Africa and Asia
and the poorest corners of Europe and
the Americas, and even in the former
mineyelds of Bosnia and the killing
yelds of Cambodia. We are reminded
of the gameds capacity to stop the world
for 90 minutes when we see the smile
of the Iraqi kid. What else could put the
misery of his ravaged country on hold,
however heart-breaking the brevity of
the interlude, quite like the universal
game? Would a Middle Eastern foray
by the new man of peace, Tony Blair, or
a burst of platitudes from Camp David
by George Bush and Gordon Brown
have the same effect? Maybe not.

In Iraq, there are too many wounds
to be healed by one night of euphoria T
there were at least 120 serious new ones
when a car bomb went off among fans
celebrating, in the street, the semi-ynal
victory over South Korea, and there
were also 50 new graves to dig T but even if football will never, on
its own, stop hate or war in the Middle East, no more than it did in
the trenches of the First World War after the fabled Yuletide kick-
about by German and British soldiers, it will always be capable of
a profound comment.

It will always make for itself the point that in its beauty and
freedom of expression, when it is played beyond the cheating and
the corruption that have been heaped upon it so relentlessly in
recent years by those who proyt from it most, it sends the powerful
message that even sworn enemies have more in common than they
may think.

For those who know and love the game, there is no revelation in
the picture of the smiling young Iragi, only huge reinforcement of
the view of the great writer Albert Camus, that he learnt more about
life and character while playing in goal for the University of Algiers
than he ever did hobnobbing with the Left Bank literati.

We have all seen the power of football. lan St John, the great striker
of Liverpool and Scotland, a man of such yerce combativeness that
his adoring manager Bill Shankly once said he would have made
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a potential world middleweight champion if he had pursued his
promise as a yghter rather than signing for his local club Motherwell,
knew much exhilaration in his title-winning career. But when he
talks of the great experiences of his life, he still counts among the
highest his walk back from the stadium in Buenos Aires in 1978
after watching Argentina beat the Netherlands in the World Cup
ynal. Argentina, under the rule of the generals and heading for the
disaster of the Falklands War, was not the happiest place, but St
John recalls a delirious city where, for a few hours, all the misery
in the world seemed to have been sluiced into the South Atlantic. 6l
had to walk miles with the trafyc at a standstill,0 said St John, ébut |
didn6t begrudge a yard of it. I just felt so proud to be part of football,
to feel the warmth and the power of it to touch people. | danced with
an old lady.6

Sir Bobby Charlton tells similar stories, and reports the emotion
that comes when he sees kids emerging from shanties in Nairobi
glowing in their football Kit.

The face of the Iragi kid reminds us that there is no game like
football, nothing that captures the yearnings for distraction and joy
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Sport is a huge global phenomenon that matters to individuals,
communities and nations. It takes up a massive amount of media
space and time. It is enormously popular at all levels T for
participants, spectators and the followers of popular culture. Mega
sports events and sporting heroes attract huge media interest.
Governments encourage people to participate in sport themselves as
part of social inclusion and health programmes.

Sport is not conyned to the sports pages. It frequently hits the
front page. The social divisions that occupy policy makers and
affect all of us in our daily lives are played out in the yeld of sport.
The run up to the Beijing Olympics has highlighted conpicts and
contemporary debates at the global political level and raised moral
and ethical issues about who is included in and who is excluded
from the Olympics and the Paralympics.

Sport has been used to provide displays of national unity, whether
as political manipulation, like Hitlerés 1936 Olympics, when a
sporting event became the focus of political, racialized conpict, or
in the promotion of cultural and social cohesion bringing together
the imagined community of the nation at the mends FA Cup (why not
the women(s?) or test series in cricket.

Sport has also been a signiycant site of protest, some of which,
like the black power salutes of the US athletes Tommie Smith and
John Carlos at the Mexico Olympics in 1968, have become iconic.

This Sporting Planet, one of the Social Science Facultyés suite
of four 15-point courses, is the yrst course about what makes sport
social and the global relevance of sport. It uses ideas from the social
sciences to explore the global and economic implications of sport,
why people really care about sport, and why sport is political. It is
a course for everyone who is interested in sport, whether as a fan, a
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participant or as someone who wants to ynd out why sport occupies
such a prominent place in contemporary societies.

Sport may sometimes be marginalized as a serious issue and
object of study because of its associations with play. However, the
phenomenon is too big and sport is more than just a game. Sport has
transformational qualities; it is rooted in cultures and can instigate

@ for quite so many people.

.+ Hooliganism has ravaged the image
it of football for nearly half a century
§ now, but football didnét create the
= problem, society did. The professional
% game has never seen its role as a
.| protector, still less as an exemplar of all
3 that is best in sport. It has been too busy
S accumulating power and hoarding the
W proyts. The resulting crimes cannot be
placed at the door of the game, which
has again proved its ability to entrance
the world.

The magic of football was perhaps
never better expressed than one evening
during the 1982 World Cup when
the Brazilian team staged a training
session in a little town in the hills
above Barcelona. The atmosphere was
of yesta, and the young boys who were
invited to join in a pick-up game with
such stars as Socrates, Roberto Falcao
and Zico had eyes that you suspected
would shine for ever.

Down the years, football has attracted
so much avarice, indiscipline and
arrogance that the temptation to assign
such memories to a gilded past has
maybe never been stronger. But with
football, when you least expect glory,
it produces a force and a spontaneity
to lift almost any heart. As in 1998,
when a brilliantly organized World
Cup was won by the drainbowd French,

inspired by a Zinedine Zidane who grew

up in the most notorious high-rise slum in
Marseilles. Brazil became the glory of world football when it ynally
absorbed brilliant black players, represented perfectly by Pel@.

Maybe it was more than a random fact that the coach who inspired
an Iraqi team riven by ethnic and religious rifts to victory over the
sumptuously accommodated and meticulously prepared Saudi
Arabians just happened to be a Brazilian. Jorvan Vieira said that he
had fulylled his contract by 6bringing a smile to the Iraqi peopled.
He had used something beyond the means of any politician. He had
released the power and the magic of the worldés greatest game.

Our thanks to James Lawton of The Independent for
permission to reprint this article which yrst
appeared on 30 July 2007

In May 2008 Fifa suspended Iraq from international
ootball for one year after Iraq disbanded its Olympic Committee
and national sport federations on 20 May, in breach of
Fifa and Olympic regulations

change. Nelson Mandela is reputed to have said, dsport can change
the worldb.

The course offers some explanations of why sport matters by
introducing the core debates in the social science of sport and
demonstrating the links between sport, society, culture and politics.
It provides the yrst stage in developing some of the skills needed in
the expanding yeld of employment in the sport and leisure industries.
The course is an exciting mix of hard copy and web-based material.
We use the Internet to keep it up to date, which means that we can hit
the big issues as they hit the press. Examples will change with each
presentation. Classic sport texts can be found in the workbook.

The yrst part of the course works through globalization, the
media, culture, and the economics and politics of sport using a range
of material from sports such as football, cricket, boxing, tennis and
athletics so that students will be equipped to answer some of the
big questions about what sport means and how sport yts into the
wider society. The second half of the course is devoted to a mega
event, the Olympics, and explores both historical material on former
Games and the more current concerns with Beijing and the run up
to London 2012.

Why do major cities compete to host the Games, and what impact
do the Games have on these cities and nations? What makes the
Games political and what sort of politics are played out at the
Olympics? What is the role of the media in representing the Games
and what are the links between the media and sponsorship in sport.
These are all questions that concern This Sporting Planet. As sport
and society become more profoundly shaped in the 21st century, this
exciting and innovative course will provide you with some answers,
and pose more questions for the future.
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Since the late 1980s, both
China and India have
grown  rapidly.  Other
economies have grown at
similar rates in the past,
and for longer periods.
However, the distinctive
characteristic of these two
6Asian Driverd economies
is their size. Each accounts
for approximately one-yfth
of global population. Thus,
whilst expansion in Japan
and Korea left the external
world unchanged, sustained
growth in China and India
changes the ball game for
everyone.

The external impact of
their growth is transmitted
through a number of
channels T through trade,
through  aid,  through
investment pows, through
migration, and through the
environment. These impacts
may be complementary for
other countries, in which
case all gain. Alternatively,
they may be in competition
with other countries. In
these cases, China and
Indiads gain is at the expense
of all other countries. In
some cases these impacts
may be direct, for example
as a consequence of Chinats
growing trade with another economy. However, more often, and
more difycult to unravel are those impacts that may be indirect.
For example, Chinats clothing exports to the USA squeezed out
Lesotho exporters to the USA, resulting in a 27 per cent decline in
employment in Lesotho clothing yrms.

Perhaps the most pervasive and challenging indirect impact of
the Asian Drivers falls upon the environment. China is already the
worldés largest emitter of greenhouse gases, and India is catching
up rapidly as its investments in infrastructure and automobilization
gather pace. This has led to severe environmental degradation within
these two economies, but the negative environmental impacts are
beginning to spill over and to affect the earthés biosphere adversely.
Their thirst for water T allied to changing rainfall patterns arising
from climate change T is also beginning to have regional impacts
in Asia, with unknown implications for the sustainability of peace
in the region.

From the development perspective, perhaps the greatest effect on
other countries of Chinads rise is its impact on the relative prices
of manufactures and commodities. Chinaés rapid expansion of
manufacturing has led to a fall in the price of manufactures, whilst
infrastructural investments in China (and now in India) have led to a
boom in commodity prices T minerals, metals, energy and food.

This poses two major threats to the accepted wisdom on modern
development strategy. On the one hand, it makes industrialization
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more difycult as countries have to cope with Chinese competition
in the manufacturing sector. On the other hand, it provides a major
opportunity. Exporters of commaodities such as oil and gas, minerals
and many agricultural products ynd themselves in a world of rising
demand and rising prices. However, these opportunities may be
difycult to grasp, since typically in poor countries commodity
exports are associated with war (as in the Congo), civil conpict (for
example over diamonds in Sierra Leone), corruption, and a series of
problematic challenges to the management of the economy. What
implications do the above hold for the UKds development policy?

There is a much-reduced need for UK development assistance in
China, which has made great strides in the reduction of absolute
poverty levels (although with rapidly deepening inequality).

Absolute poverty levels in India remain stubbornly high and exist
predominantly in rural areas. UK aid should be directed to these
pockets of poverty, rather than support the central government and
lead yrms and research institutions.

The UK needs to cooperate with both China and India in the
generation and adoption of more energy-efycient technologies. In
some respects we have much to learn from the Asian Drivers, since
in some sectors they are making substantial technological strides
without our assistance.

Sub-Saharan Africa is particularly affected by China. Its
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European citizenship is an unprecedented project in the making, a
historic experiment in a form of citizenship not tied exclusively to
nations. It has a formal and a legal side, of course, but there is more
to it than status and rights. There is a dynamic element as well;
citizens, third country nationals, refugees, illegal aliens and states
enact claims to European citizenship.

ENACT is a consortium bringing together researchers from three
original member states of the European Union (UK, Belgium and
the Netherlands), two new member states (Hungary and Latvia)
and a candidate state (Turkey) to explore in depth how European
citizenship is claimed, disputed and built T in short, enacted. OU
researchers and their partners will explore varied rich cases, such as
mobile citizens (the Roma especially), young people in Latvia, and
groups on the edges of European citizenship in Germany, Hungary
and Turkey. The European Court of Justice, and national courts
policing the boundaries of citizenship, will also come under the
microscope. Acts that articulate claims to citizenship (and produce
claimants) create new sites of belonging and identiycation. Our
partners include Radboud University (the Netherlands), Central
European University (Hungary), Koc University (Turkey), the
Centre for European Studies (Belgium), and Riga Graduate School
of Law (Latvia).

1 \/
A

’» A
H

A T

ENACTING
EUROPEAN
CITIZENSHIP

manufacturing exports
have been undermined,
affecting adversely Kenya,
Lesotho, Madagascar,
South Africa and
1 Swaziland. Manufacturing
for the domestic markets
is now more problematic
for local producers, who
ynd it difycult to build
their capabilities in the
face of low-cost imports.
Attention needs to be
given to the protection
and encouragement of
industrial sectors since
they are the source of much
learning and employment.

The fruits of the boom in
the commaodities sector are
spread unevenly between
and within  countries.
The boom in demand
for energy only beneyts
yve major oil exporters;
the boom in the price
for minerals and metals
only beneyts 12 African
economies. Most African
economies, and especially
their urban dwellers, will
be affected adversely
by rising food and oil
prices. In fact, for most
African countries, recent
oil-price rises have wiped
out the debt-forgiveness
programmes instituted after the Gleneagles Agreement.

Minerals and commodities are capital-intensive sectors and create
little employment. They use imported technology predominantly,
and are usually foreign-owned. Therefore, the spread effects within
countries are generally limited.

China has taken advantage of Sudands resistance to the coordinated
attempts by western countries and Japan to resolve the Darfur crisis
amicably in order to gain access to the regionds energy resources.
It has begun to respond to western pressure to join in international
criticism but its steps have been indecisive.

However, China and India do not only represent a threat to
the development challenge. They are a source of technology, of
entrepreneurship and a rapidly growing market for products from
other developing countries. Less obviously, but perhaps with more
signiycant long-term impact, they show what can be done with a
combination of enhanced skills, dynamic entrepreneurship and
governments who are not afraid of running against the Washington
Consensus and its inpexible adherence to free markets.

The challenge for UK aid should therefore be to assist other
developing economies T particularly (but not exclusively) sub-
Saharan Africa T to take advantage of these opportunities without
being submerged by the challenges posed by the rise of the Asian
Driver giants.
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Acts of citizenship stretch across boundaries; they differ from
traditional, and still important, sites of citizenship such as voting,
social security and military obligation. They also produce new
subjects and scales of citizenship. By investigating acts we expand
the focus from what people say (opinions, perceptions, attitudes)
to what people do T an important supplement to a conventional
focus on what people or authorities (the EU as well as national
courts, agencies, organizations) say about European citizenship and
identiycation.

By investigating dacts of citizenshipd, we aim to determine
the meaning given to the idea of European citizenship by those
whose acts create a sense of belonging and attachment. Under the
Universityts leadership, ENACT will produce major publications
and policy brieyngs and, in addition, make an innovative new
contribution to OU teaching materials on citizenship.

Contact: Professor Engin Isin (E.f.isin@open.ac.uk)
or Professor Michael Saward, Department of Politics and
International Studies (POLIS) (M.J.Saward@open.ac.uk)
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